STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) BEFORE TH E SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF r j} HUMAN AFFAIRS COMMISST ON
; SHAC No. H-3.15-002
) HUD No,. 04-15-0839-9
] -f, ?,)4
Complainant, ;
) CON’CILIAT!O.\' AGREEMENT
1S
)
Old Chapin Investments, LLC )
William F. Smith, member )
3936 Sunse: Blvd. )
West Columbia, S¢ 29169 ))
)

o RcsEgndent.

This compromise Conciliztion Agreement {s cnicred into by g between the South Carolina
Human Affairs Commission (hereinafier “Commission"), on behalf o
(hercinafier “Complainam"). versus William F, Smigh (hereinafier “Respondent™y

WHEREAS, a verified complaint was filed on July 21, 2015 by Complainant against Respondent
alleging a \jolatjon of the South Carolina Fair Hoys i

Department of Housing and Urbap Davelopmen (HUD) under the Federal Fajr Housing Acl, as amended,

. CasE SYNOPsIs

identified themselve v Complexjon
caught fire and thejr unit was completely destroyed.  The night of the fire the complainans were
e

Complainan Id the
Property manager thera wag more than one hote] j Lexington and asked why coyld s en com for
them at a differen hotel, but stared Respondent Ettman just walkeg away. The complainants explained
they are the only minority family in the tomplex apd only the Whjie familics were placed in hote] the
night of the fire. The complainants stated i the midst of the confusion they were not aware the Red
Cross was avajlable that night, However, the nexy day they were informed by 3 epresentative for the Red
Cross that their records indicated Respondent Ettmag declined their service and told the Reg Cross the

l. Apartmen D-] wag destroyed by fire on March 1, 2015 dye {0 unattended cooking by the
Complainant, Terrie Ettman, an employee of W§ Commercial Reaf Estate, LLC, offered a
Toom to Brown and Tifre first ang told them that there were only two rooms available that
first night. They told Terric they would stay with family,



Conciliation greament
- William T. Smith
ctober 27,

There were only two Tooms available at the Vzlye Ing Motel and oy one of the tenanis who
was displaced by the fire elected to take a room on the night of March 1, 20135, The two other

lenants who did not take 2 room on March I. each 100} 5 room at the Hampton tnn provided
by us on March 2, 2015, This include
We have owned Lakeland since 1974 2nc there has never been 2 time where there were g

minority families in the apartment complex. On March 1, 2015 there were other minority

families living in the complex. (Rent Rolls available ypon request)
r1 ever had any contact with the Red Cross,

3. 1did ofier to bring in my maintenance personnel 1o hclp-and-alvage
some of their items,

6. Tdid not in any way discriminate against d ecause of their national
origin or color. but agree o settle the claim i (he underiying action by entering into this

Conciliation Agreement.
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WHEREAS, the Commission and the parties hercto wish tg reach a just resolution of the
aforementioned dispute, and reach a full, equitable ang final seniement of all matters arising out of the
aforementioned complaini.

NOW, THER'EFORE, the parties bereby agree ang stipulate to the following:
. GENERAL PROVISIONS

C. This conciliation agreement fully and Completely resolves alj issues arising out of SHAC Case
#1-3-15-002/HUD Case #04-15-0830.9 through the effective dale of this agreement. The
Commission and the Charging Party will take no further legal action with respect to, and wili
not initiate any action pertaining to, the facts agd events which led to the filing of the charge so
long as the partjes abide by the terms of this Conciliation Agreement.

D. This Agreement, afier it has been approved by the Commissioner of South Carolina Human
Affairs Commission (SCHACQ) is binding upon alf Respondents, thejr employees, suceessors
and ali others iy active concert with them in the ownership or operation of Lakeland
Apartments, 20) Old Chapin Road, Lexington, SC 29072,

E. his undersiood that, pursuan 1o Section 31-21-120 (D} of the South Carolina Code of Laws
Fair Housing Law, upon approval of this Agreemens by the Commissioner of SCHAC, itis a
public document,

F. This Agresment does not in any way limi or restrict SCHAC's authority to investigate any
other complaing involving Respondents made Pursuant to the Fajr Housing Law: or any other
law within SCHAC’s Jjurisdiction,

G. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes closure of the complaint a¢ HUD and Sourh Carolina
Human Affairs Commission Upon a determination that the Complaiuant(s) and Respondent(s)
have complied with the temns of the Agrecment.



Conciliation Arreement
*. William F. Smith
October 22, 2013

UL PROVISIONS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Inorder 1o hat the public interest i proiticted, Respondent, withou admitting 10 any wrong
doing or any violation of the South Carolina Fair Housing Law or Federal Fair Housing Act, agrees {o
continue 1o take such affimative action as may be necessany to assure the climination of discriminaton

housing practices and the prevention of thejr occurrence in the future, including, but not limited to the
following: i

Ly, :
A. Respondent agrecs to comply with all Federal and State Housing Laws,
“ . - -~ s
B. Responden; agrees 1o consistent]y 2pply its standards for acceptance and rejectian of housing
applicants in an objective manner.

C. Respondent agrees 1o allow any qualified person the right to purchase, rent. or occupy az
dwelling regardless of Tace, color, religion, sex, handicap, familiaj 5tatus, or natjonal origin.

IV. RELIEFFOR COMPLAINANT

A. Respondent agrees 1o attend Faijr Housing training provided by the South Carolina Human
Affairs Commission with six months from the date of the signed agreement,

B. Respondent agrezs that there shall be no discrimination or retaliation of any kind apainst

[

Complainant or 20y person who assisted the Commission in the filing of this charge or in the
investigation of this matter.

V.  RELEASEBY COMPLAINANT

A. Upon compliance with the 1emms of Paragraph |v through herein, Compiainant agrees 1o release

and forever discharge Respondent and Respondent's employees, agents, successors, insurers, and
assigns from any and all claims, cayses of action or demand which may be raised on account of
the matters rajsed hercin bath now and in the fyture,

Vi. BREACH OF CONCILIATED TERMS

compliance

B. Complainant ang Respondent agree that this Agreement may be used as evidence in 2 subsequent
proceeding in which any of the parties allege a breach of this Agreement.

VII. REPORTING & RECORDKEEPING

Parties shall submit Proof of compliance with the terms of this Agreement to:



Caoneiliged ent
October 22 2035

South Carolina Tuman Affaj- Commission
Fair Housing Division

Attzntion: Fair Housig £ Directo:

1026 Supyiar Strest. Suite 10}

Columbia 5C 29201

The submittsr of any documentation should include the SCHAC and HUD ease numbers, whish are
as follows:

SHAC No. H-3-15-002
HUD No. 04-15-0839.3

VI COMMISSION REVIEW

A Subjectio the Provisions of Sectjon 814 of the Faj; Housing Act 25 amended. 42 U, S, C. Section
3614. and in accordance with the Provisions of Stute Regulations R, 65-225.G.. the Commission
may, from time 1o time, roview compliance with tiis Conciliatian Agreement, and, if necessary,
recommend to the Sour, Carolina Altomzy General that a civil aptjon be filed 10 seek the
eaforcement of any of the terms set forh herein,

IX. EFFECTIVE DATE

This agreement shall become effective on the date on which i5 approved and signed by the
Commissioner of the South Caroling Human Afhirs Commission,

IN WITNESS WHERFOF, the partics have subscribed their names hereto on the day and date indjcatod.




